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HE following diſcourſe would not have appeared at 
T: this time, however much defired by many of thoſe 
who heard it delivered, if a late publication had not 
thrown out a piece of information againſt our Church, as 
groundleſs in its nature, as it ſeems to be invidious in its 
deſign —A Popiſh Writer of high rank, and no mean 
parts, in attempting to defend ſome of the Doctrines of 
his Church againſt the juſt and ſpirited remarks of a. 
Clergyman of our communion, has, without any neceſſity, 
or connexion of argument, told the publick, that “ the 
% diſtinguiſhing tenet of the religious ſe& that Clergy- 
« man belongs to, is an attachment to the unfortunate 
“ family of Stuart, in oppoſition to the preſent eRabliſh- 
© ment, in conſequence of which they refuſe all oaths of 
« allegiance to the reigning powers; and from this the 
© ſect derives its name of Nonjurants.” 

It is needleſs to point out the obvious tendency of this 
ul natured obſervation, which, every perſon mult ſee, is 
deſigned to repreſent us in a very obnoxious light to the 
* reigning powers,” by accuſing us not barely of an 
attachment to an unfortunate family, which indeed could 
never hurt us in the eyes of the generous and humane, but 
of perſiſting in that attachment, „ in oppoſition to the 
<< preſent Eftabliſhment,” which this enemy of the poor 
Nonjurants ſays, with as little truth as propriety, 1s the 
diſtinguiſhing tenet of what he is pleaſed to call our 
© religious ſect. TI wiſh he had conſidered with how 
bad a grace this accuſation comes from any of his Sed, 
of 'whom we may juftly aſk, what it was that made that 
family unfortunate, to which we are ſaid to be attached, 
and whether a Pope (whom he acknowledges to be, tho” 


not infallible,” yet the ebief Paſtor, and Head of the © 


Church) had not a conſiderable hand in their misfortunes? 

But I would only beg of this angry gentleman, to 
lay his hand to his heart, and ſay, on the word of a 
Clergyman, whether at the very time this fooliſh un- 
eharacteriſtie obſeryation dropped from his pen, he did 
not know, and verily believe, that there were ſeveral 
other tenets, as material at leaſt as what he adduces, by 
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which we, as a religious Society, are diſtinguiſhed, not 
enly from his party, but from the other denominatious 
of Chriſtians in this country? How uncandid therefore 
was it, not to ſay worſe, to fix upon a point of which his 
party, till of late, were thought to be as tenacious, ag 
he dares ſuppoſe us to be, and hold it up to thoſe whom 
he now pretends to flatter, not as a tenet in general among 
others, but as the diſtinguiſhing tenet, the principal, if 
not the only mark, by which our religious Sect (as be 
contemptuoufly terms it,) is to be diſtinguiſhed from our 
evuntrymen 

It is in this manner that he pretends, and I ſuſpect 
from no very generous motive, to publiſh our political 
Creed, in which, he ſays, „we imagined the Papifls 
« agreed with us.” And no doubt he ſuppoſes, with 
equal ignorance of our principles, that we are greatly 
mortified at the diſappointment we have met with. But 
he forgets that there is really no juſt connexion between 
a political Creed, and a religious Set ; and that the for- 
mer is not always a true' criterion, whereby to diſtinguiſh 
the latter. That it is notfe in our preſent cafe, I think, 
I may fafely affirm: And tho” it did not come within 
my defign, to ſhew what are our diſtinguiſhing tenets as 
a religious ſociety; yet what I have ſaid with a view to 
our duty conſidered as a ſuffering Church, may be ſuf- 
ficient to prove, that, notwithſtauding the liberal charge 
brought againſt us, by a writer who boaſts much of 
his candour, and the fuſpicions perhaps toe generally 
entertained to our prejudice, all our /enets are perfectly 
conſiſtent with the peace of ſociety, and all our attachments 
harmleſs and inoffenfive. 

To difplay our principles in this true light, fair and 
clear as the ſacred purity of the ſource whence they are 
drawn, was the reaſon of my preaching the following 
ſermon to my own congregation on a late ſolemn oc- 
caſion, and is now the only motive for publiſhing it to 
the world. It is far from being ſo complete a draught as 
an abler hand would have produced, either of our titua- 
tion, or our duty, as a ſpiritual ſooiety : But in the ſhort 
Ketch J hare given of both, 1 hope it will not be found, 
that I have miſapplied the meaning of my text, or mil. 
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repreſented that primitive plan of ecclefiaſtic polity, 
after which the conſtitution of our Church 1s now happi- 
ly formed. I frankly own, that the experience I have 
had of this privilege, ſtrengthened by the fimilarity ſo 
viſible between our Church, and the ſeveral national 
Churches for the firft three hundred years after Chriſt, has 
confirmed me in the ſentiments I have expreſſed in the 
following diſcourſe: Sentiments which perhaps might 
have appeared uncouth while the remembrance of ſtate 
connexions laſted, but which by us now, who have no 
ſuch remembrance, and ean diveſt ourſelves of every 
idea of that kind, may be entertained without ſeruple, and 
profeſſed without reluQance. | 

While we enjoy our preſent freedom and purity in all 
points eſſential to the being of a Church, we have the leſs 
reaſon to regret thoſe legal reſtraints which have been laid 
upon the . profeſſion of our prineiples in the way of 
publick worſhip. Duly ſenſible of the lenity of the pre- 
ſent Government, the conſciouſneſs of our own peaceable 
and prateful intentions encourages us to hope, that we 
ſhall no more feel the ſeverity. of any ſtatutes that may 
remain in force againſt us, and the repeal of which we 
ſhall never erave, till the wiſdom of the nation ſees it 
expedient. 

The making this honeſt, and ſeaſonable declaration, 
I have good ground to believe, will be very agreeable 
to many of our communion, both clergy and laity; and 
ſome particular circumitances have induced me to preſent 
it in this form to the publick notice. There are many 
among us who would have done it to much better pur- 
poſe, but none eould have undertaken it with greater 
ſincerity, or a more conſcientious veneration for thole 
ſacred truths which are the glory of our profeſſion, and 
in the ſupport of which alone we with to be diſtinguiſhed, 
In maintaining and promoting theſe, as far as my weak 
ability permits, I ſhall always think myſelf happily em- 
ployed; deſiring no greater earthly honour than to be 
eſteemed a Friend to my eountry, a Lover of peace, and 


a dutiful and well affected PRESETTERC 


February Of the Epiſcopal Church of Scotland, 
22d, 1779. 
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"JEREMIAH XXIX. 5. 


SEEK THE PEACE OF THE CITY, WHITHER 
1 HAVE CAUSED YOU TO BE. CARRIED 
AWAY CAPTIVES, AND PRAY UNTG 
THE LORD FOR IT; FOR IN THE PEACE 
THEREOF, SHALL YE HAVE PEACE, 


1 ROM your appearance here this day, my 

friends, I preſume you have all eſteemed 
it your duty to join in this becoming act of 
= national piety, which is founded on a reli- 
| gious ſenſe of our national dependance upon 
God. The political cauſes which have given 
= rile to the folemn humiliation of this day: 
being, in my opinion, no proper ſubject to 
be diſcuſſed in this place, I think myſelf hap- 
pily relieved from running out into that ſpa- 
cious field of enquiry, where ſo many abler 
hands have been now ſo long, and fo unſuc- 
ceſsfully employed. A great deal, you know, 
has been faid, and written, and publiſhed, on 
both ſides of the unhappy diſpute in which 
our country is at preſent engaged; and where 
the paſſions and intereſts of mankind are fo 
nearly concerned, it is no eaſy matter to come 
at the truth, and no leſs difficult to adhere-to 
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what is right, in oppoſition to ſome favourite 
ſcheme of worldly proſperity. Senſible of 
my inſufficiency to enter into the merits of 
this great controverſy, and convinced that it 
has nothing to do with the due obſervation 
of this day's ſolemnity, I ſhall content myſelf 
with this obvious remark, that we are aften 
miſtaken in tracing the fource of our political 
evils from ſecondary cauſes only. Nothing 
is more common than to reſolve them all into 
the claſhing of human intereſts and paflions, 
the imprudence of governours, and the miſ- 
conduct of ſtateſmen. The worldly mind is 
ſatisfied with this narrow proſpect; while the 
religious ſoul delights itſelf with a more com- 
prehenſive view of things. Bleſſed with the 
light of divine revelation, it looks beyond 
the actions of inferiour inſtruments, to the 
agency of a ſuperintending Deity, who, tho 
he generally works by human means, never 
fails to accompliſh his own wile and gracious 
purpoſes. 

This is à truth confirmed by the obſerva- 
tion and experience of all ages, that there 
is no wiſdom, or counſel, or underſtanding 
againſt the Lord: And what the ſcripturc 
teaches upon this point, is as agreeable to 
our belief of the divine Omnipotence, as 
beautifully repreſemed by the inſpired writ- 
ers, that God often diſappoints the beſt con- 
certed meaſures, baffles the miſtaken policy 
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of men, and brings about a new ſcene of 
things thro' unheeded, unſuſpected methods, 
which they could not foreſee with all their 
{kill, nor prevent by all their prudence. As 
{ure as there is a God who governs the world, 
and who can do whatſoever pleafeth him, 
both in the armies of heaven, and in thoſe of 
earth, ſo certain it is, that human means alone 
cannot inſure ſucceſs, and that except the 
Lord keep our cities, the watchmen of the 
ſtate will wake in vain. Who is there among 
us that hath not experienced many ſtrange 
viciſſitudes even in the common affairs of life? 
But che events of war are of all others the 
moſt fluctuating and uncertain; and the lead - 
ers of armies would always do well to re- 
member what the king of Iſrael ſaid to the 
inſulting Syrian, * Let not him that girdeth 
„ on is harneſs, boaſt himſelf, as he that 
« putteth it off *.” The battle is not always 
to the ſtrong, much leſs to the vainglorious ; 
and he who ſets out in all the confidence of 
military dignity, to wreathe the yoke about 
the necks of his enemies, is very often the 
firſt that feels the weight of thoſe chains, 
which he had prepared for his too much de- 
ſpiſed foes. As no human eye can foreſee the 
various accidents, which may defeat the moſt 
promiſing meaſures, and blaſt the faireſt 
hopes of ſucceſs, we ought not in times of 
B 2 
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hational danger, to lean on the broken reed 
of human ſtrength and wiſdom, but look up 
for ſupport and protection, N . 
directs, to that God in whoſe hands are the 
iſſues of war, and who can, when he pleaſes, 
diate the counſels df peace. 

Impreſſed, I hope, with a juſt ſenſe of theſe 
truths, we are now aſſembled to implore the 
never-failing aid of the Almighty, and to 
teſtify our humble dependance upon him, 
who © hath moved and divided ourland, that 
he will again heal the ſores of it,” and re- 
ſtore health and ſoundneſs to our body poli- 
tic. This is the pious and charitable deſign, 
for which, (by the permiſſion of my eccleſi- 
aſtical ſuperiour) I have called you together 
to join in the national ſolemnity of this day: 
And I truſt we have no other view m appear- 
ing here upon this occaſion, but to perform 
a pure and voluntary act of religious homage 
to God, undebaied by the polluting mixture 
of any worldly motives, unworthy of ſincere 
. Chriſtians Let thoſe who know what it is 

to baſk in the ſunſhine of civil eſtabliſhment, 

_ diſplay before men the ſplendid bleſſings of 
their proſperous ſtate, and bend to earthly 
powers for the continuance of them; while 
we, from under a cloud indeed, but in the 
beauty of holineſs, unto Jehovah bow, and 
pray to him for the peace of Jeruſalem, and 
alſo for the ſafety and proſperity of all thoſe 
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ed WW whom his providence hath raiſed up to fa- 
| your and befriend his faithful people. 

Such being the purpoſe of our preſent meet- 
ing, I thought I could not find a paſſage of 
{cripture ſo deſcriptive both of our 1ituations 
and our duty, as that which I have now read 
before you, as the ſubject of this diſcourſe, 
Altho' the reſemblance to which I allude may 
= notat firſt ſight appear very ſtriking, yet I am 
„ perſuaded a nearer view will ſhew us ſuch a 
t WW i{imijarity of feature, as will ſufficiently juſ- 
» | tify the compariſon I have in my eye, and the 
- © ulſel intendto make of it, upon this occaſion. 
Therefore to ſet both theſe in as clear a light 
as poſſible, 1 ſhall firſt conſider the circum- 
ſtances of the people to whom my text was 
addreſled, ſo far as they will be found to coin- 
cide with the preſent ſituation of that part of 
the chriſtian church, of whach we are mem- 
bers: And then I hope we ſhall be at no loſs 
to diſcover our own duty, and be well dit- 
poſed to pay a chearful obedience to the di- 
vine precept before us, © to ſeek the peace of 
the land in which we dwell” and to pray, as 
we do this day, © to. the Lord for it, that in 
* the peace thereof, we may have peace.“ 

Were we top conſider the holy ſcriptures 
merely as a human compoſition, without re- 
garding their divine original, we could not 
but admire the ſurpriſing contexture of them, 
and that almoſt infinite variety of matter con- = 
"tained in ſo narrow a compaſs. It would opca 1 3 
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a large field of diſcourſe to point out the many 


important advantages which recommend the 


inſpired writings of the old as well as the new 
Teſtament, to our attentive peruſal. This 
however is none of the leaſt conſiderable, that 
they abound with obſervations admirably ſuit- 
ed to all the poſſible ſituations and circum- 
ſtances of any ſingle perſon or public ſociety, 
They contain not only a general hiſtory of 
providence in ancient times, but a number of 
wile reflections alſo, upon particular occur- 
rences, which may be uſefully applied by all 
ſucceeding apes. It 1s true that many falſe 
and erroneous applications have been made 
of ſome tranfaQions recorded in the old teſta- 
ment; becauſe we are not encouraged to make 
every divine interpoſition in favour of a fe- 
culiar people, an object of general expectation: 
And as little are we at liberty to make every 
proceeding on their part a general rule of ou 
conduct. At the ſame time we muſt acknow- 
ledge that every part of their hiſtory was writ- 
ten for our learning in ſome ſhape or other, 
The chief deſign for which they were ſe- 
parated from other nations ſeems to have been 
the preſervation of the true religion, and the 
worſhip of the true God, the creating and 
redeeming God, among men. Of this gra- 
cious purpoſe St. Paul gives us a very ample 
account, when he tells us, that the Ifraelitcs 
were they, © to whom pertaineth the adop- 
tion, and the glory, and the covenants, and 
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y the giving of the law, and the ſervice of 
e *#© God, and the promiſes.” © Theſe diſtin- 
v EF RGuiſling privileges ſhewed that nation to be 


a peculiar inheritance, a people choſen and 
adopted by the true God to ſerve the purpo. 
ſes of his love; acquired and purchaſed to 
himſelf, '* by wonders and by war, by a 
„mighty hand, and an outſtretched arm, ac- 
* cording to all that he did in the land of 
„“ Egypt.” The worſhip of his name was a 
glory which then belonged ta them only; and 
they only of all other nations belonged to him, 
ſo that when Moſes was ſent to Pharaoh, he 
was not commanded to ſay, God that created 
heaven and earth, but © the Lord, the God 
“ of the Hebrews hath ſent me unto thee ©.” 
F The event ſhewed what was the important 
end of this commiſſion, even the powerful 
F accompliſhment of God's promiſes to this 
# choſen nation, giving themthe land of Canaan 
for an heritage, even an heritage unto Iſrael 
tus people. 

Confidered in this diftinguiſhed character, 
as a people dedicated to God, ſacred to the 
glory of his name, and choſen to fulſil the 
deſigns of his mercy, they were the peculiar 

care of Heaven, a nation which above all 
others he delighted to honour. But when. 
laying aſide that ſpiritual relation which they 
bore to the God of Iſrael, we conſider them 
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An 
as a civil body compoſed of men of various 
humours and different diſpoſitions, ſome im- 
preſſed with a juſt ſenſe of the privileges they 


enjoyed, and conducting themſelves accor- 


dingly, while others forgot the author of their 
bleſſings, forſook his ſtatutes, and deſpiſed 
his laws: Viewing them in this light, unfa- 
vourable indeed to human nature, tho' we 
ought to pity their weakneſs, we cannot but 
condemn their practices, and acknowledge the 
Juſtice of the ſevereſt puniſhments, denounc- 
ed by their law againſt diſobedience ſo per- 
verſe, ſo unjuſtifiable as theirs was. 
Indeed had we the hiſtory of the Jews from 
any other than divine authority, we ſhould be 
apt to look upon their frequent miſcarriages 
as an improbable fiction. They had motives 
ſufficient to have governed the paſſions, and 
kept up the gratitude of any people whatever; 
Yet how often do we find them revolting from 
that very worſhip, which was the glory and 
defence of their nation, and turning; afide to 
the vain idolatrous ſervices of their heathen 
neighbours? No ſooner were they at any time 
delivered out of the hand of their enemies, and 
eſtabliſhed in peace and plenty, but they im- 
mediately forgot from whence theſe bleſſings 
came, transferred all the honour of them to 
1 * forſook the God who made them, 
* and lightly eſteemed me rock of his ſalva- 
*. tion“. - 


Deut. xxxli. 15. 
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We need not wonder therefore that ſo many 
grievous and repeated offences ſnould frequent- 
ly deprive them of that Almighty protection, 
which was their only fecurity againſt the power 
and envy of the nations around them. Fre- 
quent warnings were given them how dange- 
rous it was to provoke the omnipotent guar- 
dian of their ſtate, and what multiplied miſery 
would be the conſequence of his diſpleaſure · 
But all in vain. Neither mercies nor judge» 
ments, the admonitions of their prophets, nor 
the example of ſome of their beſt kings, could 
prevail to check the torrent of wickedneſs and 
impiety. The hand of the Almighty would 
no longer ſtrive with them for their amend- 
ment, nor remain with them for their defence. 
The ride protection was withdrawn; and 
being thus left to themſelves, to ftand to the 
conſequences of their impious folly, they ſoon 
became a prey to that ambition which they 
had defpiſed before, inſenſible of the hand 
that ſaved them from its eſſects. They were 
overpowered by the armies of a victorious 
monarch, who made an eafy conqueſt of their 
defenceleſs city, deſtroyed their ſtately temple, 
ravaged their country, and forced j its inhabi: 
tants into a qiſgracef ul captivity, 

It was in this diſtrefſed and ſeemingly help- 
leſs ſituation, that they received the direction 
in my text from the friendly hand of an in- 
ſpired prophet. Previous to this dreadful cas 
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taſtrophe, he had given them many ſerious 
exhortations to repentance, as the only means 
to avoid the impending ruin. And now he 
does not deſert them in the day of their cala - 
mity, but communicates with pleaſure thoſe 
refreſhing diſcoveries of peace and reconcilia- 
tion, which ſucceeded his former threatnings 
of the divine diſpleaſure. 

Here we cannot but obſerve with ſatisfaction 
bow God changes his doom, when men change 
their deeds ; and recals his ſentence, when they 
renounce their ſins. We never read that he 
threatened any perſon or place with. puniſh- 
ment, but if they repented he either withheld 
it, or deferred it, or abated it to them, and that 
in proportion to the truth and meaſure of their 
repentance. Indeed nothing can be plainer 
from the whole tenour of ſcripture, than that 
God's threatnings as well as his promiſes, have 
always a condition annexed to them, which 


tho! it be but ſometimes expreſſed, yet is ſtill- 


included, and ought to be underſtood. To 
convince the houſe of Iſrael of this comforta- 
ble truth, the ſame prophet who delivered the 
direction in my text, had before publiſhed a 
moſt gracious proclamation of the King of 
Kings. For © at what inſtant, fays God, 
I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and con- 
t cerning a kingdom, to pluck up and to pull 
* down and to deſtroy it: If that nation a. 
& gainſtwhonmI have pronounced, turn from 
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1 thought to do unto them *, 

In humble dependence on this merciful pro- 
miſe,” which they had formerly too much 
deſpiſed, the exiled Jews now turned from 
their evil, in hopes that God would alſo let 
go his diſpleaſure. The miſeries of their re. 
proachful captivity brought them to them- 
ſelves, and made them look back, with ſhame 
and ſorrow, on that baſe ingratitude which 
had forfeited ſo many privileges. By the 
« rivers of Babylon they fat down and wept, 
„hen they remembered Sion.” > The 
thoughts of that holy worſhip which they had 
ſo long neglected: the ſad remembrance of 
that beautiful temple which they had fo often 
forſaken to join inthe idolatrous ſervices of the 
groves; theſe reflections cut them to the heart, 
and made the tears run down their cheeks, as 
they fat in filence by Babel's hoſtile ſtreams; 
But the tears of the penitent God “ puts into 
his bottle;” 3 preſerves them as the precious 


effects of a Redeemer's love, that will wipe out 


the ſtain of repented guilt. That ſorrow which 
worketh repentance is mingled with hope and 
comfort; it ſoftens and improves the heart, 
and brings forth the bleſſed fruits of peace and 
Joy. So it fared with the Iſraelitiſh captives, 
They mourned, as became the church of God, 
perſecuted, but not forſaken, and they obtained 
the evangelical bleſſing promiſed by the prince 


e Jefem. l. 3. 8, * Pſal, cxxxvii, 1. 1 PA, li. 8, 


by We F 8 * „ 0 
* 8 * 


4 their evil, I will repent of the evil that 1 
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df peace; they terre comforted. For fo we read, 
a few verſes after my text. Thus ſaith the 
= Lord, that after ſeventy years, be accom- 
« pliſhed at Babylon, I will viſit you, and 
— perform my good word towards you in cauſ- 


ing you to return to this place, for I know 


© the thoughts that I think towards you, faith 
2 -- the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of 

© evil ©”, With ſuch a happy proſpect of the 
returning fayour of their God, they might 
well ſubmit with chearful reſignation to his 
kind, tho correcting hand. eee with 
the . thoughts of being reſtored to the 
love and protection of their great friend in 
heaven, they might with pleaſure obey his 
directions with regard to their enemies on 
earth. When he had laid aſide the terrours 
of his wrath, and reſtrained, for his name's 
ſake, the effects of his juſt diſpleaſure, they 
might well part with their, angry reſentments, 
| Rifle the riſing of every revengeful paſſion ; 
and for their own ſakes © ſeek the peace of 
the city where they were captives, and pray 
1 to the Lord for it, ſince in the pcace thereof 
ce they were alfred they ſhould have 'peace 
0 likewiſe.” 0 gp! 

Now God is 18 not the God of the Jews only, 
1 of the Gentiles alſo. And“ Whatſoever 
de things were written afore time,“ St Paul tells 
3 us, were written for our learning!“; for 
our inftruction 3 in the ways of truth and righ- 


* Jerem. XXIx. 10, 11. | Rom. xv. 4. 
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teouſneſs. The ſame Apoſtle, after relating 
the ſtate and behaviour of the Jewiſh church 
in the wilderneſs, makes this edifying appli- 
cation; © that all theſe things happened unto 
« them for enſamples, and they are written for 
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 
„ world are come v. The apoſtle founds the 
ſtrength of this argument upon the correſpon- 
dence between the Jewiſh and chriſtian oe- 
conomy: The Iſraelites he calls the fathers, 
as being the ſpiritual anceſtors, from whom 
chriſtians are deſcended; and thence infers 


that they and we are one and the ſame church, 


differing only in ſome outward cireumſtances 
proper for diſtinguiſhing between faith in a 
Saviour expected, and in one already come: 
Hence he concludes, that God's dealings with 
his church in theſe typical ages of it, were ſo 
many lively images of his dealings with chriſ- 
tians in latter times: And the inference which 
St Paul drew, from parity of reaſon, and a 
compariſon with the Jews only, we can now 
ſtrengthen from matter of fact, and illuſtrate 
by events that have already befallen ſeveral 
parts of the church of Chriſt. 

Jo make good this obſervation I might 
direct your attention to the woful change 
that hath taken place in the once highly fa- 
voured empires of the Eaſt, diſtinguiſhed by 
their early attachment to the chriſtian faith 
in all its purity, and now diſgraced by all the 
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 follies and vices of Mahomietan ſuperſtition, 


But we need not go abroad to ſeek for proofs 


of the mutability-of human affairs, while the 


hiſtory of our own country affords ſuch glar- 
ing inſtances of it; preſents us on every hand 
with the ruins of ancient faith, a wreck of 
privileges, once the boaſt of our happy fore- 


_ fathers, now the ſcorn of their ſcoffng poſ- 


terity. * 

I have no dienten to inform you, but for 
the illuſtration of my argument, that the ſpi- 
ritual ſociety, of which we profeſs ourſelves 
members, was once, what we call, a national 
or an eſtabliſhed church, its communion em- 
braced with ſatisfaction by the generality of 
the people, and its worſhip and juriſdiction 
countenanced by the favour, and ſupported 
at the expence, of the ſtate. | How far this 
latter privilege has ever contributed to 
the purity and permanency of any. chriſtian 
church, I ſhall: not take upon me to deter- 
mine. One thing I may ſafely affirm, that 
when. religion is thus connected with mens 
temporal intereſts, it is very liable to be per- 
verted by them. Its purity muſt be in the moſt 
imminent danger, when all ſorts of people 
axe allured to the profeſſion of it, by the pe- 
culiar privileges of a national eſtabliſhment; 
Or if we ſuppoſe it incorrupted by the encou- 
nagement of the ſtate, and unmixed with the 
folly and wickedneſs of worldly devices; 
in that caſe the preſervation of its inward 
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purity will be daily expoſing it to the for- 
felture of thoſe external advantages; which it 
cam retain no longer than it ſubmits its heaven- 
ly doctrines to the fluctuating r of earth 
ly kingdoms. 

But it will be ſaid, Did not Ifaiah propheſy 
of the church of Chriſt, that © kings ſhould 
« hecome her nurſing fathers, and queens her 
« nurſing mothers?” And muſt not the faith 
be very ſecure under the protection of ſuch 


powerful defenders? Itis no uncommon thing 


for people to take juſt as much of a paſſage of 
ſeripture as pleaſes them, and leave unquoted, 
however improperly, what does not ſuit their 
deſign. This, I am afraid, is the caſe here. 
For thoſe who favour the dependance of the 
church upon the ſtate, and are fond of ap- 
plying Iſaiah's prediction to juſtify it, would 
do well to conſider what follows: © they (theſe 
very nurſing kings and queens) “ ſhall bow 
% down: to thee, with their face toward the 
earth, and lick up the duſt of thy feet.“ I 


ſuſpect this part of the prophecy will not be 


eaſily reconciled with that ſupreme authority, 
which theſe royal nurſes have ſometimes ex- 
erciſed over their fpiritual children, by dictat- 
ing to, and even foreing their conſciences; ar 
pretending to diveſt the church of thote ſpirit-· 
ual powers, on the exerciſe of which its very 
being, as a ſociety, depends. In a word, the 
hiſtory of all chriſtian countries abounds with 


melancholy proofs of what the religion of 
8 Iaiah mix, 23, 


1 *. 
Jeſus has ſuffered by being mingled with 
worldly politicxs. Wherever it affects to be 
ſupported by ſecular honours and privileges, 
K is in continual danger of giving up the ſub- 


ſtance for the ſhadow. Whatever the authors 


of theſe benefits think fit to require in return 


for their favours, muſt he implicitly complicd 


with; and a refuſal of fuch compliance, tho' 
grounded upon real ſcruples of conſcience, 
not only diſſolves the boaſted union between 
church and ſtate, but produces ſuch reſtraints 
upon the former, as plainly ſhew the folly 
and fatal effects of ſo — and ill found- 
ed a connection. 

It was to this the Epiſcopal Wan of this 
kingdom fell a ſacrifice, and hath continued 
to ſuffer the conſequences of it almoſt a whole 
century. She hath been all that time under 
a ſort of exile, baniſhed from the countenance 
of the great, and expoſed to the malice of the 
mean and uncharitable men of this' world. 
She hath been ſtripped of all her ornaments, 
and external advantages: Yet mourning in 
her ruins ſhe hath till retained her integrity; 
and by the wiſe and good providence of God, 
what ſhe hath loſt in her outward appearance, 
is fully compenſated by what ſhe hath gained 
in the purity of her doctrine, and the decency 
of her worſhip. Senſible of her excellence in 
theſe reſpects, we have had the happineſs to 
abide in her communion, under all the re- 


ſtrictions that have been laid upon it. We 


211 
have chearfully joined in her holy ſervices 
thro? the moſt gloomy period of her captive 
ſtate; and far from entertaining any reſent - 
ment againſt the authors or inſtruments of her 
ſufferings, we have frequently humbled our- 
ſelves; as we do this day, under the mighty 
hand of God, ſaying, Righteous art thou, O Lord, 
and juſt are thy judgments! - 

HAVING now conſidered the a | 
ces of the people to whom my text was ad- 
dreſſed, ſo far as they appear to coincide with 
the preſent ſituation of that part of the chriſ- 
tian church of which we are members: And 
having, I hope, diſcovered a ſuthcient reſem- 
blance, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, to lead our 
thoughts to the conſideration of the duty en- 
joined in the text, as incumbent upon our- 
ſelves; I ſhall therefore proceed to ſhew 
how we ought, in compliance with the divine 
precept before us, ;to * ſeek the peace of the 
land in which we dwell, and to pray to 
*. the Lord for it, that in the EATER 
e may have peace. 

Of all the comforts. of human life, 1 know 
none more valuable than peace, whether we 
conſider the extenſive nature of this bleſſing, 
or its evident tendency to promote our hap- 
pineſs. It hath been juſtly terxmed the very 
ſoul and. life of the world, che great orna- 
ment and peculiar grace of human nature, 
the' band and cement of ſociety ang conver» 


1 * ] 


fation; and the happy ſource of all agreeable 


intercourſe between the ſons of men. With 
good reaſon therefore did the great friend of 
mankind pronounce a bleſſing upon the peace- 
makers, as being the true children of God; 
the acknowledged offspring of that merciful 
Father, who found means to reconcile a guil- 
ty world to himſelf, and thereby eſtabliſhed 
peace on earth, and good will among men. 
The exerciſe of this virtue is the trueſt imitz> 
tion of our heavenly Maſter, the proper badge 
by which we are diſtingniſhed as the faithful 
ſubjects of the Prince of Peace. By this,” 
ſaid he, © ſhall all men know that ye are my 
« diſciples, if ye have love one to another“. 
This is the mark or ſign, by which we 1hal! 
be known to belong to him; the only con. 
vincing demonſtration that we are what we 
profeſs to be. 
Many are the obligations we ly under to 
the practice of this duty, and ſtrong and at- 
fectionate the exhortations we have received 
from the apoſtles of Chriſt, to ſhew our re- 
gard to it, in alt its juſt extent. If it be 
* poſſible,” fays' St Paul, © live peaceably 
<with all men.“ The chriſtians at Rome, to 
whom this advice was given, were but few in 
number in compariſon with their Jewiſh and 
Heathen' neighbours, and could expect but 
little quiet in the exerciſe of their religion, urt- 
| s John Al. 33. | 
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tefs they conducted themſelves with the greats 
eſt prudence and cireumſpection. Very pro- 
perly therefore does the apoſtle admoniſh 
them to put on the moſt harmleſs and inoffen- 
five behaviour, that the holineſs of their lives, 
and peaceableneſs of theirconverfation, might 
recommend both their doctrine and them- 
ſelves to the good opinion of mankind. To 
join the harmleſſneſs of the dove to the wiſ- 
dom of the ſerpent, was always reckoned 
commendable even in the moſt flouriſhing 
ages of the church, -but is abſolutely neceſſary 
in ſuch ſituations as that of the difeiples to 
whom our Saviour firſt gave the direQion. 
That chriſtians ſhould do their duty without 
noiſe, and maintain their principles in a mild 
and moderate manner, is the repeated voice 
of thoſe ſacred oracles which they are to con- 
ſult upon all occaſions : And when any re- 
ſtraint is laid upon their principles, which 
obliges them more particularly to walk cir- 
cumſpectly, not as fools, but as wiſe, they 
ſhould remember to ſeek that wiſdom which 
is from above, which, the Apoſtle ſays, is 
** firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle and eaſy 
* to beintreated:” * A wiſdom that will take 
them out of the rugged paths of ſtrife and 
contention, and point out to them the ſoft 
and gentle way of heavenly love, that leads 
to peace here, as well as happineſs here- 
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after. This is the path of the juſt, . which 
* ſhineth more and more unto the perfect 
ç day.“ r Clouds may overcaſt it for a while, 
during the gloomy night of diſcord that hang; 
over this turbulent world; but the. proſpect 
brightens the farther we 1 and the 
hand of revelation points to a ſanctuary, 
where ſhines the fulneſs of everlaſting peace, 
Bleſſed with the direction of this infallible 
guide, what a noble encouragement have 
we to go on in that peaceable way of duty, 
which will certainly conduct us to the pro- 
miſed reward? Some difficulties may now 
and then be thrown in the way of our pro- 
greſs, by the jarring intereſts of this world, 
and the influence which theſe ſometimes have 
upon our weak and corrupt paſſions. But it 
is the glory of our religion to overcome the 
world, to gain a complete victory over all 
thoſe deſires and inclinations that are enemies 
to peace. Suppoling chriſtians to be ſuch 
happy conquerours, St Peter might well put 
that queſtion z Who is he that will harm 
„you, if ye be followers. of that which is 
* good?” * juſtly inferring that no perſon 
would have the hardineſs to declare himſelf 2 
profetied oppoſer of that which is good. Yet 
* Apoſtle e met with ſuch © unreaſon- 
* able wicked men, as St Paul very properly 
Riles them; men who could turn the pureſt, 
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moſt inoſſenſive principles, into cauſe of quar. 
rel, and would not ſuffer any to enjoy peace 
who made the leaſt ſcruple to purchaſe it on 
their terms. Ihe firſt converts to the faith 
of Jeſus felt the ſeverity of ſuch unreaſonable 
conditions; and the hiſtory of their ſufferings 
is a ſufficient warning to all ſucceeding chriſ- 
tians, that however much they may be diſ- 


poſed to ſeek peace, they will not always 


find it, without ſuch conceſſions as, their con- 
ſciences tell them, are inconſiſtent wan the 
reſt of their duty. | 
It is peace with God that ought to be the 
firſt and great object of all our rational pur- 
ſuits; and where the laws of our earthly 
ſuperiours happen to interfere with our obli- 
gations to our Lord in heaven, in that caſe 
we have only to anſwer our enemies in the 
words of the Apoſtles on a like occaſion, 
Whether it be right in the ſight of God, 
« to hearken — you more than unto God; 
judge ye.“ This was their ſenſible reply 
to the ſupreme council of their nation, when 
they were charged by. it not “ to teach or 
* preach-in the name of Jeſus,” They were 
well convinced of the great and good deſign 
of the commiſſion they had received from 
their blefſed maſter, and no threats or dangers 
could prevail on them to betray ſo important 
a truſt, 'They gave all due obedience to the 
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L 26 3 

civil power, in every thing that came within 
ts jurisdiction, and chearfully rendered to 
Ceſar, what was Ceſar's: But they had no 
idea of his having any authority in things 
belonging to God, or any right to deprive 
them of thoſe ſpiritual powers, which they 
had received for certain gracious purpoſes 
from the King of kings. Had they been 
poſſeſſed of any ſuch notions of the preca- 
rious tenure by which they held their ſacred 
commiſſion, they would not have performed 
ſuch wonders, nor ſuffered ſo much in the 
execution and defence of it. They would 
Have tamely yielded to the firſt legal inhibi- 
tion of the civil power: The voice of the 
goſpel had been ſoon ſilenced, and chriſtia- 
nity, like an infant expiring from the womb, 
had only cried, and ceaſed to breathe. Why 
then ſhould any who admire the ripening 
glones of this heavenly inftitution, pretend 
to ſubvert the influence of thoſe very doc- 
— by which it was daily adorned with 
increaſing ſtrength and vigour ? Why ſhould 
we or any part of the church of Chriſt be 
deſpiſed on account of our conſcientious ad- 
herence to principles, abſolutely neceſſary to 
the ſupport of the chriſtian cauſe, and per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the peace of every well 
regulated civil ſociety ? 

That the ſpiritual Independency of the 
church upon the ſtate, according as we believe 


99 | TIT FE = AGE et a 
- : 6 
r e 


en 
T — 


TE EAN 


5 


un 


ve 


es 
en 


CE 9 1 

it; is an eſſential -article of the chriſtian faith, 
cannot be doubted, I am certain, by any who 
ſincerely wiſh well to the truth as it is in Chriſt. 
This is a doctrine which J hope none of us 
ſhall ever be aſhamed to own, or afraid to 
maintain; ſince; without our firm belief of it, 
we ſhould have no ſecurity for the preſerva- 
tion of the true religion upon earth, no de- 
pendence on his gracious promiſe, who after 
he had inveſted his apoſtles with their ſpirit- 
ual powers, added this, as an infurance of their 
duration till he ſhall come again, © Lo, I am 
* with you always, even; unto the end of the 
„ world.” Encouraged by this divine pro- 
mue, how can it be ſuppoled that any ſucceſ- 
ſors of thoſe apoſtles, who had a juſt ſenſe of 
their duty, would tamely reſign their ſpiritual 


* powers into the.hands of the ſtate, and ſo give 


to Celar, what was truly God's? All their 
temporal privileges they might lawfully part 
with; their ſecular honours and emoluments 
they ought readily to ſurrender, - as ſoon as 
demanded by the hand that gave them; tor 
this is rendering, or giving back, to Ceſar 
what they had received from him. But an 
authority which no earthly. power can give, 
it is certain none can take away; and there- 
fore ſuch as have been once duly inveſted 
with this ſpiritual authority, ought not to be 
condemned as enemies to peace, becauſe they 
Matt. 2gviil. 20. 
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calmty and quietly perſiſt in the exerciſe of it. 
They ought not to be cenſured as unfriendly 
to the publiek tranquility, or regardleſs of 
their country's) welfare, "while they ſtrive to 
advance the credit and promote the influence 
of that pure undefiled religion, which teaches 
them to give to all their dues, and to keep 
themſelves, both in principle and practice, 
unſpotted from the world v.“ 

- Theſe, I truſt, are the general rules of our 
conduct; theſe the motives by which we are 
induced to abide in the communion of a 
ſpiritual ſociety,” whoſe whale occonomy we 
believe to be agreeable to the word of God, 
and formed as near as poſſible to the model ot 
primitive chriſtianity. And what has any 
government to fear from à ſociety of this 
nature, whoſe members have no other view 
in adhering to it, but to ferve God quietly 
according to their eonſciences, and ſuffer any 
hardſhips'for-the ſake of truth and righteouſ- 
neſs, rather than diſturb the peace of the land 
in which they dwell? 

Such were the avowed principles of the 
primitive church, during the firſt three centu- 
Hes after Chriſt; and tho' all that time they 
were expoſed almoſt to continual perſecutions, 
yet no inſtance can be produced, wherein the 
chriſtians could be juſtly accuſed of ſeditious 
practices, or of any attempt to ſubvert the 
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authority of civil government. When the 

ruling powers were pleaſed to thew any 

favour to their religion, or to allow them a 
little liberty in the profeſſion of it, they re- 
ceived it chearfully, and were thankful ; But 
when this peaceful calm was interrupted, and 
the ſtorm broke out afreſh, God and a good 
conſcience was all the ſhelter they fought, 
prayers and tears were the only weapons they 
uſed; and, armed with theſe, the .cauſe of 
truth prevailed, and ſoftened the hearts of its 
bittereſt adverſaries. 

Indeed there was ao argument more likely 
to hurt the progreſs of chriſtianity, than what 
its earlieſt enemies deviſed againſt it, when 
they repreſented to princes and rulers, that 
the doctrines: of Jefus tended. to undermine 
their authority, and that the preachers of the 

+ golpel were turbulent and ſeditious perſons, 
who. were exceedingly troubleſome wheres 
ver they came, and“ attempted to turn the 
* world upſide. down *,” It behoved the 


_ apoſtles to clear themſelves from the imputa- 


tion of ſuch baſe deſigns, and to ſhew both 
by their writings, and actions how unjuſtly 
they were charged with them, Accordingl# 
they took every opportunity of declaring theix 
abhorrence of thoſe diſorderly practices, which 
tempted men to“ deſpiſe dominion, and ſpeak 


| _ 
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* evil of dignities 7,” They urged the neceſy 
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fity of believing that government: was a wiſe 
inſtitution, ordained by God for great. and 
good ends, for the puniſhment of evil doers, 
© and the praiſe of them that do well.“ And 
that of conſequence men ought to be ſubject; 
not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake, 
and from a ſerious ſenſe of their duty to God, 
« Deducing theſe ſocial virtues from their 
proper ſource, we find St. Paul beginning his 
directions to Timothy, by exhorting him to 

take great care in tlie diſcharge of his impor- 
tant office, © firſt of all, that ſupplications, 
* prayers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks, 
* be made for all men: For kings, and for 


all that are in authority, that we may lead 


& 2 quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſs 
and honeſty . This may be called a pa- 
taphraſe of the words of my text; enlarging, 
as it were ia chriſtian manner, the ſenſe of the 
divine precept given to the captive Iſraelites, 
to ſeek the peace of the city where they dwelt, 
and pray to the Lord for it, that in the peace theres 
#hey might have peace. The command in both 
places is given in general terms, and enforced 
by an expectation of the ſame happy effect 

be produced by our obedience. Even the 
apoſtles more explicit direction does not coun- 
tenance any officious ſpeciality in our prayers, 
inconſiſtent with our notions of that omniſci- 
ent Deity to whom they are addreſſed; a God 
who knows every, ſovereign s Name and title, 

2 x Pet, ii. 4. | 4 1 Tim. il. 1, 2 
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and will be beſt pleaſed with our ſervices, 
when they refer the deciſion of all claims of 
Tight to his infinite wiſdom, While men are 
compaſſed with infirmity, and ſubject to vari- 
ous prejudices, a determination of civil right, 
which appears clear and evident to one, will 
be matter of doubt and perplexity to another: 
And a conſcientious perſon will be afraid to 
mingle his ſcruples with the worſhip of a juſt 
and holy God, knowing that * whatſoever is 
not of faith is{m*.” Let ſuch a perſon may 
be every way well diſpoſed to ſeek the peace, 
and pray for the welfare and proſperity of 
his country; and his ſupplications and prayers 
to that effect may be as acceptable to God, 
when made in general terms for al/ that are in 
authority, as when reſtricted to particular 
forms preſcribed by reaſons of ſtate. The end 
propoſed by ſuch acts of devotion is to all 
good chriſtians the ſame, that in the peace of 
our country, we may have peace, or, as the 
apoſtle more fully exprefles it, that ſo te may 
lead @ quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs. uns 
honeſty. 

This is indeed an obje& worthy of our 
earneft wiſhes, and our moſt fervent prayers: 
And we have good ground ta belieye that our 
heavenly Father will regard every apphcation 
that we make to him in the way of his own 
appointment; regard it as the humble requeſt 
of his own dutiful children, whom he hath 


Þ Rom. Xiv. 23. 
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tifidertaken to provide with every thing that 
tends to their real peace and ſatisfaction. But 
he juſtly requires of us a filial reſignation of 
all our concerns to his wiſe and gracious dif- 
poſal, as an acknowledgement of his goods 
neſs, antl abllify to help us. And he ex- 
pects too that we give his ſpititual bleſſings 
the firſt place in our hearts, and make that 
peace of his, which paſſeth all underſtanding, 
the principal object of our deſires. Had the 
apoſtle mentioned only a quiet and peaccable 
life, as the effect of our pious interceſſion in 
behalf of thoſe in authority, it might have 
been thought a ſufficient inducement to the 
men of this world; to comply with his direction. 
But the religion he preached required ſome- 
thing more as our duty, and promiſed ſome- 
thing higher as our reward, than a quiet and 
peaceable life ox/y. Therefore he takes care 
to add, that this quiet and peaceable life muſt 
be led in all godlineſs and honefty : mult be ſanc- 
tified by the prevailing influence of religion 
in our minds, and a conſcientious regard to the 
truth and honour of it in all our actions. 

This ought to be the great end and deſign 
of all our acts of piety, whether publick or 
private, to cheriſh and keep alive in our hearts 
a grateful ſenſe of our dependence upon God, 
and a humble deſire to be preſerved in his 
love and favour. - This being once ſecured 
by a ſteady adherence to godlineſs and hong/ty, 
we are then to ſhew, by a holy and unblame- 
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able converſation, how much we prize the 
bleſſing, and by our fervent prayers how 
earneſtly we wiſh to diſpenſe the comforts, of 
a quiet and peacenble life. For men may talk of 
godlineſs what they pleaſe, but they are utter 
ſtrangers either to it, or honeſty (as that figs 
nifies the decency of a chriſtian carriage) who 
indulge a factibus turbulent ſpirit, impatient 
of government, reſtleſs and uneaſy under 
every reſtraint, and ready to break out into 
acts of violence on the ſlighteſt provocation. 
It is no more than an vatward form of godli- 
neſs which theſe men put on, to gain their 
worldly ends; while they know nothing of 
the true power of it, or that inward force and 
efficacy which will always accompany this 


heavenly grace. Where this is lodged in the 
heart of a chriſtian, it will diſplay its influence 


in the ſubduing of every diforderly paſſion: it 
will enable us to bear the wrongs and inſults 
of folly and wickedneſs with patience, and to 
look down on the malice of trifling ſinners 


with pity rather than indignation: It will ex- 


alt our affections to things above, to the ſweet 
enjoyments of everlaſting peace, and help us 
to cultivate love and friendſhip here below: 
It will inſpire our ſouls with fervent piety to 
God, and good will to men, and teach us 
how to embrace every ſuch occaſion as this 
day preſents to us, of praying to the Lord for 
the peace of our country, that in the peace 
thereof we may have peace with him, may 


legal eſtabliſhment, let us thankfully embrace 
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lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godlinef 
and honeſty. 

J have now, I think, almoſt finiſhed what 

I propoſed to ſay upon a ſubjeQ ſuitable 

enough to the deſign of our afſembling here 

this day. To juſtify my choice of that paſ- 

ſage of ſcripture, which I have made the 
foundation of this diſcourſe, I have conſider- 
ed the circumſtances of that people to whom 
my text was addreſſed, ſo far as they appear 
to repreſent the ſituation of any ſuffering part 
of the chriſtian church; whoſe duty in ſuch 
a time of trial, it was my principal deſign to 
lay before you, in that plain undiſguiſed man- 
ner which was neceſſary to ſhew the proper 
application of it to ourſelves. I thank God, 
J have no other view in what I have ſaid 
upon this occaſion, but, as far as I am able, 
to plead the cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs, 
and maintain the honour of thoſe purely 
primitive, and inoffenirve principles, which 
1 hope will ever diſtinguiſh that ſpiritual 


-Jociety to which we belong. Convinced of 


their genuine excellency, let us bleſs the 
divine Author of our faith, for preſerving 
them ſo ſound and uncorrupted to us, unde- 
filed by civil ſanctions, and unenflaved to 
worldly policy. Influenced by theſe mo- 


tives, and allured by theſe privileges, theſe 


ſpiritual advantages which - infinitely over” 
balance all 'the temporal conveniencies of 
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this chriſtian freedom, this truly valuable 
liberty, and ſtedfaſtly abide in that holy 
communion and fellowſhip, which holds out 
ſuch ineſtimable benefits to us. 

We have been too long conſidered as a 
diſcontented party, united in murmuring and 
complaints, and kept together by fooliſh hopes 
of political changes, that might again raiſe us 
as high, as now we are low, in the opinion of 
the world. Vain and deceitful expectations, if 
we were capable of being blinded by them! 
No; let us wipe off each foul reproach that 
ſtains the heavenly purity of our hopes, and 


ſhew how much our profeſſion is injured by 


being expoſed in ſuch a carnal and worldly- 
minded view. Our expectations riſe far be- 
yond thereach of all earthly preferment, and 


as we have no proſpe& of advantage from, 


neither can we have any pleaſure in, thoſe 
tumults and commotions, which are the ef. 
fects of wild ambition, or liberty degenerated 
into licentiouſneſs. 

_ Happily removed from every temptation 
to diſturb. the publick tranquillity, let us 
chearfully acquieſce- in the wiſdom of Pro- 
vidence, which knows always: what is beſt 
and fitteſt for us in every capacity, and will 
make all things work together for good to 
them that love God, and take delight in con- 
forming themſelves to his will. While we 
live thus in his faith and fear, and truſt all 
our concerns, ſpiritual and temporal, in his 
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hands, we ſhall not fail to enjoy the benefits 
and feel the comforts of his peace. Nay, we 
thall be inſenſibly led to cultivate that, as à 
duty, which like all our other duties, is held 
Forth as a bleſſing to us. Peace with the 
God of love will naturally incline us to with 
the like happineſs. to all mankind, and to 
ſeek it more eſpecially in behalf of thoſe 
among whom, we dwell, and with whom we 
are connected by various ties. This deſire 
of their welfare, will excite all the tender 
feelings of humanity within our breaſts, and 
help us to the outward practice of every ſocial 
virtue: It will mingle with our private devo- 
tions, and attend us to. the houſe of public 
prayer. When our piety eſcapes every eye, 
but. that which ſeeth in ſecret, and when it 
ſhines out before men to the glory of our 
heavenly Father, the love of our brethren 
will ſhew the {ſincerity of our love to God, 
and the peace of our country will be one 
great object of our daily ſupplications. 

Animated by theſe pious and charitable 
motives, ſo conſiſtent with our avowed prin- 
ciples, the devout employment of this day, 
I hope, will be acceptable to God, and bene- 
ficial to ouſelves. Tt will ſhew us in a true 
light to our unprejudiced neighbours, and 
convince thoſe in power, that our opinions 
are ſuch as no government needs be afraid 
to tolerate. © And if any ignorant people 
have hitherto ſpoken evil of us, as of evil- 
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doers, perſons that delight in diſſention, and 
oppoſition to power and authority, they will 
ſurely at laſt be aſhamed when they find that 
they have falſely accuſed our harmleſs and 
peaceable converſation in Chriſt. In this 
manner therefore let us continue to adorn 
our chriſtian calling ; always holding faſt the 
truth in love : And always ready to join with 
ſincere and brotherly affection in ſuch acts of 
publick devotion and piety as are intended 
to expreſs our national dependence upon 
God. May he accept the ſincerity of our 
intentions, and hear the prayers of this day 
that ſeek peace to the land in which we dwell. 
May he, the only ruler of princes, inſpire the 
hearts of all our governours, from the highe/# 
to the loweſt, with a becoming zeal for his 
glory, and the welfare and proſperity of this 
nation, that ſo in the peace thereof, we, in 
union with the whole church of Chriſt, may 
have peace, all the days of our life. And 
to him, the God of peace, be all glory and 
honour, thro' Jeſus Chriſt, ' now and ever- 
more, Amen. 


Tus END. 
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